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McWane Cast Iron Pipe Company, HAER No. AL-70-A 
Pipe Casting Area 

Birmingham Industrial District 
1201 Vanderbilt Road 
Birmingham 
Jefferson County 
Alabama 

NOTE: Photographs were taken by Jet Lowe, Fall, 1993. 

AL-70-A-1 INTERIOR VIEW, LOOKING NORTH, TOWARDS CUPOLA WHERE SCRAP METAL 
AND OTHER COMPONENTS ARE MELTED TO CREATE DUCTILE IRON. BRIGHT 
FLASH IN BACKGROUND RESULTS FROM MOLTEN METAL (DUCTILE IRON) 
BEING POURED FROM CUPOLA INTO TRANSFER LADLE. 

AL-70-A-2 INTERIOR VIEW, LOOKING NORTH, CUPOLA AREA WITH OVERHEAD CRANE 
USED TO TRANSFER LARGE LADLES OF IRON FROM ONE LOCATION TO 
ANOTHER 

AL-70-A-3 INTERIOR VIEW, LOOKING NORTH, CUPOLA AREA WITH MOLTEN METAL BEING 
POURED OUT OF THE CUPOLA INTO THE POURING LADLE. FROM THE POURING 
LADLE, THE IRON IS LATER POURED INTO A TRANSFER LADLE FOR 
TRANSPORT TO THE CASTING MACHINES. 

AL-70-A-4 INTERIOR VIEW, LOOKING NORTH, WITH CASTING SUPERINTENDENT 
OVERSEEING TRANSFER OF MOLTEN METAL TO A CASTING MACHINE 

AL-70-A-5 INTERIOR VIEW WITH MOLTEN IRON BEING POURED FROM CUPOLA TO A 
TRANSFER LADLE, AT LEFT, AND CASTING MACHINE, AT RIGHT 

AL-70-A-6 INTERIOR VIEW WITH CASTING MACHINE AND A 4" DUCTILE IRON PIPE 
BEING CENTRIFUGALLY CAST, AS OPERATOR WATCHES TO ENSURE QUALITY 

AL-70-A-7 INTERIOR VIEW WITH CASTING MACHINE AND A 4" DUCTILE IRON PIPE BEING 
EXTRACTED FROM CASTING MACHINE 

AL-70-A-8 INTERIOR VIEW OF CASTING MACHINE WITH 4" DUCTILE IRON PIPE BEING 
WEIGHED ON SCALES AT CASTING MACHINE 

AL-70-A-9 INTERIOR VIEW WITH CASTING MACHINE AND A 20" DUCTILE IRON PIPE 
BEING EXTRACTED USING PIPE PULLERS 

AL-70-A-10        INTERIOR VIEW WITH CASTING MACHINE COOLING A 20" IRON PIPE 
PRIOR TO EXTRACTION FROM CASTING MACHINE 

AL-70-A-11 INTERIOR VIEW WITH CASTING MACHINE AND CASTING FOREMAN OBSERVING 
OPERATION TO ENSURE MAXIMUM PRODUCTION AND QUALITY 

AL-70-A-I2 INTERIOR VIEW WITH CASTING MACHINE AND PIPE BEING WEIGHED TO CAST 
STANDARDS 
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AL-70-A-13        INTERIOR VIEW WITH CASTING MACHINE AND OPERATOR RECORDING 
WEIGHT OF PIPE CAST 

AL-70-A-14       INTERIOR VIEW WITH CONVEYOR CHAIN USED TO TRANSPORT HOT PIPE 
FROM CASTING MACHINE TO THE ANNEALING OVEN 

AL-70-A-15 INTERIOR VIEW WITH ANNEALING OVEN AND OPERATOR ENSURING THAT ALL 
ENTERING PIPE IS STRAIGHT AND THAT THE CORE HAS BEEN REMOVED FROM 
THE BELL END OF EACH PIPE. 

AL-70-A-16        INTERIOR VIEW WITH ANNEALING OVEN AND OPERATOR REMOVING EXCESS 
CORE SAND PRIOR TO PIPE ENTERING OVEN. 

AL-70-A-17 VIEW OF PIPE ANNEALING KILN 


